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 Post Card from Afghanistan—Phillip Stead 
 Treasurer’s Report 

 

Turn the page to read about; 

1st Masters Driver — Peter Reed 

= 1st Masters Navigator — Mike Batten 

= 1st Masters Navigator—Alan Walker 

1st Apprentice Driver — Murray Baker 

1st Apprentice Navigator — Nikki Baker 

1st Tour Driver — Andrew Taurins 

1st Tour Navigator — Bruce Miller 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 2021 CHAMPIONSHIP WINNERS 

STOP PRESS!! 

October meeting cancelled. 

Next meet is the AGM on November 23 



 

2 

Classic Rally Club Officers and Contacts 2021 

Position: Name   email 
Phone (please make calls before 

9.00pm) 

President: John Cooper  crc.pres@classicrallyclub.com.au  0414 246 157 

Secretary: Tony Kanak crc.sec@classicrallyclub.com.au 0419 233 494 

Treasurer: Peter Reed crc.treas@classicrallyclub.com.au  0418 802 972 

Membership: Glenn Evans crc.mem@classicrallyclub.com.au  0414 453 663 

Newsletter Editor: Chris McDonald crc.editor@classicrallyclub.com.au 0419 255 032 

Competition Secretary: Ross Warner  crc.comp@classicrallyclub.com.au  0409810553  

Championship Pointscorer: Mike 

Batten   
crc.scorer@classicrallyclub.com.au 0400 174 579 

Historic Vehicle Plates: Ron Cooper  crc.hvp@classicrallyclub.com.au  0403 037 137 

Webmaster: Harriet Jordan crc.wm@classicrallyclub.com.au    

C.A.M.S. Scrutineers email/location 
Phone (please make calls before 

9.00pm) 

Tim McGrath (Bronze) tpmcgrath@bigpond.com.au 0419 587 887 

John Henderson (Bronze) Newport / Bathurst 0408 118 427 

Tony Kanak (Bronze)    Eastwood (02) 9858 2662 (H) or 0419 233 494 

Gary Maher (Bronze)  North Richmond (02) 4571 1229 

Rob Panetta (Silver)  Killara (H) / Brookvale (W)  (02) 9939 2069 (W) or 0418 963 091 

Jim Richardson (Bronze)  Baulkham Hills (H) (02) 9639 0638 (H) or 0418  644 284 

Peter Jakrot (Bronze)  Willoughby 0419 983 247 

Glen Innes (Bronze) Figtree 0409 293 241  

R.M.S. Inspectors for Club Plate 

vehicles 
email 

Phone (please make calls before 

9.00pm) 

Tim McGrath tpmcgrath@bigpond.com.au 0419 587 887 

Peter Thomson     (02) 9419 5774 
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John’s Jabber 

Hi everyone, welcome to 
freedom, well sort of, 70% fully 
vaxed and now just on 80%, 
meaning more things will open 
up, hopefully with regional 
travel back on the agenda in 
November, but not sure on 
interstate travel. With some 
restrictions easing, but many 
still in place, I have been in 
talks with the Strathfield Golf 

Club who have advised that at this stage October 
restrictions are in place i.e. must be doubled dosed, 
possibly still wear masks inside for the meeting, still have 
some social distancing and must be seated to drink and 
talk. There are some of our regular members who still can't 
get to the meeting as they live outside the greater Sydney 
area, worst of all Ross won't be allowed to blurt out any of 
his tunes, so there will be NO October General Meeting this 
month. This means we have missed four monthly meetings 
this year but the good news is there will be a November 
meeting, just in time to fit in the 2021 Annual General 
Meeting. It will be so good to be back socialising amongst 
us all. Traditionally we don't have a December meeting as it 
falls too close to Christmas and this will be the case this 
year. No virtual or real FFFF for November either. 

You are probably wondering what's happening with the 
usual end of year Christmas/ Trophy Presentations for the 
Club's Championships etc. Yes there will be awards for 
2020/21, but with all the issues with pre bookings and 
planning for this year, we have decided that the 
presentations and awards will be held at the Club's January 
informal club meeting. This will coincide with the now 
annual Robbie Panetta Hawaiian Shirt Night. What a great 
way to kick off the new year for the CRC. So, make yourself 
available, January 25th Strathfield Golf Club, especially if 
you are on the winners list. Come along, with the CRC 
providing some subsidies towards the night and hold onto 
your hats with the announcement of some new naming 
awards. If the night, meeting, party, presentations and a 
late night are too much for you, you can have the next day 
off work. If you are a retiree, you can have a sleep in, it's 
Australia Day. Maybe all you out of towners could turn up 
and have a few days away. 

With so many postponements, cancellations and lockdowns 
due to Covid, there is a large carry over of events to 2022 
and lots of date shuffling to try to prevent doubling up and 
event clashes. This already appears to be the case with 
Jonathon's Southern Cross date announcement clashing 
with an already scheduled major event. Our Competition 
Scheduling Department is under the pump and doing their 
best to avoid these things happening. It's a tough gig, be 
patient and vigilant with keeping an eye out for the 
inevitable date changes. We apologise in advance if it 
effects your calendar with your involvement with other 
clubs and organisations. Ross sent me a couple of jokes to 

use in the mail, took me a couple of days to get it. 

The Classic Rally Club owes its roots and foundation to the 
early Repco Mountain Rallies, of which I was a big fan and 
did all of the first 20 until it lost its navigational appeal 
becoming a social drive. Both the Rally and CRC were 
the instigation of Mr Geoffery Bott, who at the time took 
his ideas to the Jaguar Drivers Club and subsequently ran 
the first rally in 1991. This year marks the 30th anniversary 
of the first Repco Mountain Rally where 110 classic cars 
took off from Parramatta Park on a weeklong navigation 
and sporting tour of NSW. That was then the rebirth of 
Classic style navigation, map reading and travelling to great 
destinations throughout the country on fantastic out of the 
way driving roads. Best of all it lead to the formation of the 
Classic Rally Club a few years later, as well as leading into 
lifelong lasting friendships and camaraderie. With 
lockdowns, Covid restrictions and border closures, my 
vision of a 30-year reunion was dashed and put off to 2022, 
where it will now be known as 30 plus 1 year celebration 
and reunion. Planning and organisation is in full swing and 
preparations are being made to have the Classic Rally Club 
host and promote this get together for old times' sake. It 
will be open to all previous Repco Mountain Rally, Mini 
Mountain Rally, Jaguar Mountain Rally participates, 
entrants, officials, organisers, family and friends and any 
other interested CRC members and associates. The more 
the merrier. I have put together a steering committee at 
this stage of Myself, Geoff Bott, Garth Taylor and Paul 
Morton and we will be looking at recruiting some more 
along the way to help and be involved. We especially need 
names and contact details of anyone associated with these 
rallies, especially the early years. At this stage we intend to 
hold a reunion luncheon on a Saturday in May 2022, all 
details to be confirmed. Lookout for an upcoming Facebook 
page with more details and photos, another chance to 
reminisce and contribute your memories and stories. Not 
only are we looking for people to come along but we would 
love to have as many of the original rally cars on show as 
well. Start getting all your memorabilia together. Also in the 
news, Corduroy pillows are making headlines. 

Speaking of anniversaries, the Classic Rally Club will be 
enjoying 30 years in 2024. Who can forget the massive 20 
year celebrations "The 20" in Mudgee, the brain child and 
superb organisation by “Give Us a Route I'm the Rally 
Man”, Ross Warner and his family. Well let's start early. I 
will be looking for someone or someones to take us to "The 
30". Start giving some thoughts of volunteering and have a 
word in my ear. By the way, I started studying up during 
lockdown on emission controls and with all this talk about 
climate control. So I've converted my classic Mini to 
electric, took to petrol motor out and put the washing 
machine motor back in to it, I'm going to take it for a spin 
soon. 

Don't forget we are back for the November meeting, the 
AGM, see you all there with your post lockdown smiling 
faces. 

JOHN COOPER  President 
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Date: Tuesday November 23rd, 2021 commencing at 7.45pm- prior to the usual monthly meeting. 

 

Place: 

Strathfield Golf club, 52 Weeroona Road, Strathfield. (the end of Weeroona Rd).   

 

Agenda: 

 1. To accept the minutes of the 2020 CRC AGM. 

 

 2. To receive the summary reports on the 2021 activities, such as they were- from the CRC Committee, as all 
club activities were so comprehensively disrupted by the Covid 19 requirements. 

 

 3. To elect the CRC committee positions of President, Secretary and Treasurer and Event Secretary for the 
period to the 2022 AGM  ( note the current committee is eligible for re-election and has indicated it is 
prepared to stand again for the next year). 

ALSO:  

If you are potentially interested in assisting with assisting with any roles for the club action-but won’t be at the 
AGM to declare your interest, could you please contact the Secretary on 0419 233 494 so your interest can be 
noted at the meeting. 

 

4. To set membership fees for 2022. 

The C’tee will be proposing a fee situation which again takes into account Covid impacts on the Club’s 
operations and expenses and activities.. 

 

5. Any other business, in accordance with the Club rules. 

 

 

Tony Kanak 

Secretary CRC Inc.  

 

We look forward to seeing you at the new meeting venue, especially if you have not been to this venue 
before….Notwithstanding some changes, since our last meeting there, to the catering services we have 
become used to at the Strathfield Golf Club- we are assured that the value and quality of the dining at the Club 
experience has not had a set-back.  

At last after Covid interruptions- 

IT’S TIME AGAIN FOR THE CLASSIC RALLY CLUB INC ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING- 
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 NOTICE BOARD 

 

 

 

 

Below is the link to the CMC OCTOBER PRESERVE 
– we hope you enjoy the read and please circu-
late to all your Club Members. 

October-2021.pdf 
(councilofmotorclubs.org.au) 

The Claytons Alpine Update 

(The Alpine you have when you’re not  

having an Alpine) 

Sunday, 21
st

 November, 2021 

See inside for more information 

THE TWILIGHT ZONE—UPDATE 

See inside for more 
information 

 Bob ran out of petrol, and a bee flew in 
his window, "are you out of petrol," said 
the bee. "Yes, I am," said Bob. 

"Gimme a minute" said the bee, and flew 

away.  Minutes later the bee returned 

with the entire hive of bees, who flew into 

his petrol tank. Moments later they 

emerged, "Try it now," said a passing bee. 

Bob tried and the car started, Bob said 

"wow, what did you put in the tank?" BP  

https://www.councilofmotorclubs.org.au/images/preserve/October-2021.pdf
https://www.councilofmotorclubs.org.au/images/preserve/October-2021.pdf
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Southern Cross Classic 
 

First, a bit of history, 

The Southern Cross International Rally was organised by the Australian 

Sporting Car Club (ASCC), based in Sydney. The club organised the Redex Trials (1953-1955) 

and Ampol Trials of 1956, 1957, 1958 and 1964.  

The event was conducted in early October, starting on the Thursday and taking in the weekend 

after the Bathurst touring car race. This started in 1966, when the Bathurst race then, the 

Gallaher 500, attracted international drivers who competed at Bathurst in Morris Mini Cooper S 

cars under the BMC banner headed by Gus Staunton. Drivers, Paddy Hopkirk who had a dnf in 

the race and race winner Rauno Aaltonen took part in the newly introduced Southern Cross 

International Rally. 

The inaugural ‘Southern Cross’ Rally in 1966 directed by Bob Selby-Wood brought classic 

international rallying to Australia. Attracting 69 starters, including European stars Paddy Hopkirk 

and Rauno Aaltonen in their state-of-the-art Cooper S rally cars, the 3500 kilometre event ran 

from Sydney to Melbourne and return, via Canberra. The first Southern Cross International 

Rally began at ‘Roselands’, a large shopping complex west of Sydney, at 5pm on October 5th. 

Day rest stops were taken at Wagga Wagga, Melbourne and Canberra. Roads were not closed 

to the public. 

The event was not conducted for ‘amateurs’ or novices. After commencing with relatively easy 

stages the rally intensified as the kilometres passed with the final night from Canberra to 

Sydney testing the endurance of all the crews and their will to finish.  

There was no limit on the amount of the course that could be missed provided the late time limit 

was achieved at the end of a division; missing a control led to a penalty of 200 points. 

There were 69 entries of which 38 finished. Two overseas drivers participated. Works teams 

entered were from Ford, British Motor Corporation (BMC), Renault and Volkswagen. There was 

also a Dealer-supported Holden team with the new HR Holden. 

Top 5 placings after 3,500 kilometres of competition 

 

 

 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Fifty Six (56) years after the original Southern Cross International Rally, We are reviving the Southern 

Cross name to run our own version of this famous rally. For 2022 The event will not follow the route of 

the original rally or run in the dark of night. It will not be contested over 4 days or take in a gruelling 

3,500 kilometre’s in those 4 days. 

The inaugural Southern Cross Classic will be a 2 day event covering approximately 630 kilometres 

throughout rural New South Wales. 

Day 1 will start at Pheasants Nest NSW with the morning sections heading South Through the 

Wollondilly towns and into the Southern Highlands to the lunch venue. The afternoon sections will 

continue South West with a mix of previously rallied and new sections as we head to Parc Ferme at 

the end of the day at Yass.  

The overnight stop will include dinner, socialising and possibly a special guest. 

Day 2 will be an early start and the crews will head off through previously unrallied sections to lunch in 

the Southern Tablelands. The afternoon sections will be a mix of new areas and previously rallied 

areas as we navigate our way to the final control venue. 

Day one will have 2 short unsealed sections for masters and apprentice.  

Day two will have some unsealed sections in all classes. 

Navigation throughout the event will be straight forward with a trick or two each day.  

As an added challenge Masters and Apprentice will have a few different styles of navigation to work 

with throughout the rally.  

Competitive Tour will have some mapped sections with instructions each day however, these will be 

relatively easy to work through. 

Social will have similar style of navigation to the sheep station rally. 

We look forward to seeing you at the Southern Cross Classic rally. 

 
At the time of writing, our event date is still in question as our preferred Late March date conflicts with 

the Classic Outback Trial. We are however, hoping that an Alternative date will be set very soon. 

 
Entries for the Southern Cross Classic will open after the completion of the Day/Night rally in February 

set by Tony Norman. 

 
Historic info courtesy of Southern Cross Rally blog  

 

1 Harry Firth Graham Hoinville Ford Cortina GT 130 points 

2 Greg Garard Frank Goulburn Holden HR 155 points 

3 Ian Vaughan Roger Vaughan Ford Cortina GT 164 points 

4 Reg Lunn Geoff Thomas Holden HR 180 points 

5 Frank Kilfoyle Bob Forsyth Ford Cortina GT 184 points 
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Hello everybody, some random jottings only this issue. 

I also will resist saying anything about COVID. 

As you no doubt realise the Council of Motor Clubs 

(CMC) had its plans upset for all of its activities in the 

second half of 2021. The punchline is that the Classic 

Rally Club will get free of charge affiliation for 2022 

with the CMC. However CMC things didn’t come to a 

completely full stop. The CRC voted affirmative to 

welcome two additional clubs into the CMC umbrella. 

The two clubs are the Guyra & District and the Classic 

Cruisers clubs. Those with good memories may 

remember that quite some years ago now Guyra 

hosted some delightful “around the houses” type 

classic motor sport. The CMC goes from strength to 

strength in terms of the number and range and 

geographic coverage of the clubs now affiliated. 

If a vehicle that is important to you has air 

conditioning, it is, today, most likely using R134a as 

the refrigerant gas. This gas or others of the HFC type 

superseded the earlier CFC gas choices such as R12, 

due to ozone layer depletion concerns. I haven’t heard 

much about the atmospheric ozone layer this 

century….. Anyway there are now concerned folks 

who want to end the era of the environmentally better 

but still negative environmental effects of the 

replacement refrigerant gases for bad old R12. This 

might be a problem if made law in Australia, and if you 

want functional automotive air con. I don’t know what 

electric cars use for refrigerant- but there are other 

gases historically used with success for refrigeration, 

like ammonia and LPG. The LPG type are pretty much a 

drop in replacement and although common enough in 

some automotive jurisdictions rampant fears of fire 

have convinced some people not to go this route, or to 

allow it. Ammonia systems are not a drop in 

replacement with automotive air con systems. 

The Strathfield Golf Club advises us that the catering 

and hospitality service contractor has ended their 

previous association with the Golf Club. We hope that 

when the venue is again available to us for meetings 

the catering and other services will keep up the good 

work standard of the former company.  

Now for a short comment on wheels and tyres, I was 

visited by an acquaintance with a seldom used trailer 

in tow. This was bringing me a little project. The trailer 

tyres were past maturity and were from well back last 

century. Even though now unladen, I worried about it 

making the return journey- such were the old age 

cracks in the tread of the tyres. Now it is easy enough 

to visually examine the condition of the tyres on your 

vehicles, and to interpret the age identifier moulded 

into the sidewall. Sometimes the period to onset of 

visible deterioration might be as short as ten years, it 

can be twenty years or more- if kept out of the sun/

weather. Whilst some people would be prepared to 

take a chance on a seldom used trailer- especially with 

a spare available, and only with short trips planned- 

using dodgy aged tyres on your valuable classic car is 

another thing. Especially if you go far afield or drive 

with verve…(Verve of course used to be frequent 

travelling companion with St Christopher). 

Still on tyres- or nearly, I was chasing a very slow leak 

on a classic vehicle steel rim fitted with a new tubeless 

tyre. This rim was new to me, and had I known of the 

fun to come, I’d have kept using the one on the car- 

but this one and its mate had better paint. 

Anyway, only by applying thick detergent with a brush 

over the weld locations, with the tyre at maximum 

pressure was it possible to find the slow air leakage, 

from a tiny stream of air bubbles. 

 This wheel had its centre machine welded to the rim 

in numerous locations, and was regarded as very 

strong and trouble free. However fifty years of usage 

had minutely cracked one of the welds, as seen after 

paint removal as a rust line about 4mm long. The 

other welds showed no faults, so out with the Dremel 

and a 10mm ball stone to hollow out the cracked 
(Continued on page 13) 

Secretary’s Stuff October 2021 
By Tony Kanak 



 

13 

centre of this weld, followed by lotsa amps electric 

welding, dressing of the new weld, leak checking and 

repainting, the wheel was good to go. I’m sure 

professional wheel repair companies see this problem 

and do this repair work regularly, but if you find a tyre 

slowly losing air when you can’t find another fault- 

have a good look for a cracked plug weld that 

penetrates into the tyres air space. I’ll be looking at 

this at every brake inspection or wheel rotation on this 

vehicle. 

Now, last but not least- I have to report on the passing 

of an old friend, always humble and helpful, a stalwart 

who has accompanied me on many adventures. I refer 

to the cake of Solvol soap. Often found in the 

laundries of home handypersons and mechanics, I 

always had some with me on long distance classic car 

and motor cycle journeys. 

More than two years ago production stopped, and 

today the name lives on in a liquid hand cleaner 

product, which is effective enough but not the same 

convenience when space is tight. According to the WD

-40Company, who own the Solvol brand, and which 

has a tidy office in Epping NSW, “production 

difficulties” caused the cake form of the Solvol product 

to disappear.   

Now walking past the Epping office it is clear nothing is 

made at this address. Who actually made it, and 

where is an unanswered question. Apparently around 

2018-9 it became impossible to continue to make a 

product that had been practical enough to make for 

decades? Not very convincing- more likely marketing 

and economics and low sales issues, but you can’t 

expect truth from marketing folks. For many people a 

cake of Solvol lasted a LONG time, limiting repeat 

sales. 

After hearing my lamentations on the Solvol subject, 

my considerate daughter obtained ten bars from ebay 

for Father’s Day. It seems there will be no more. 

Stay well and keep those tyres pumped up! 

Tony Kanak 
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 AN EXTRACT FROM AN ARTICLE IN THE COOPERWORLD MAGAZINE OF MAY 2021 

 WRITTEN BY MALCOLM VOSS. 

THIS STORY SHOULD BE OF INTEREST TO MEMBERS WHO ENJOY THE SPORT OF RALLYING. 

ESPECIALLY IF IT WAS IN A MINI COOPER DURING THE GLORY DAYS OF THE 1960’S AND 

1970’S. ( Article provided by Jim Barrett) 
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My experiences with rallying and the Mini 

Cooper show similarities to this story 

during the past 50 years. From very early 

competition in the 1960’s as in the photo. 

Showing the start of the Regie Renault 

Rally on Woodville Road Granville – note 

the lack of houses in the background.  

 

 

 

 

 

And some decades later, my wife and 

children have all had a love of Minis as the 

photo shows them in a convoy to a car 

show. Me in the lead, my wife then 

youngest daughter. The photo was taken 

by my eldest daughter from her Mini 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In recent times my grandson asked if we 

could build a Mini together and go 

rallying. We have enjoyed 3 years with 

him navigating. Next year he is due to 

obtain his license. He is keen to swap 

seats and I look forward to nurturing him 

into a driver who respects the Cooper’s 

capabilities and in time learns to grasp 

that finesse in feeling what the Mini is 

talking back to him.  
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Today’s postcard has been prompted by the unfolding humanitarian disaster in Afghanistan and 
has made me reflect on the incredible time that Lynne and I had when visiting this proud and 
resilient nation 45 years ago – a land that has never truly been conquered despite its many 
foreign invaders, including Alexander The Great and Genghis Khan. Also, I recently finished 
reading “The Kite Runner”, a biographical story of a boy, Amir, growing up in Kabul before his 
family escaped during the Russian invasion of 1979. Reading his descriptive images of the 
streets of Kabul I thought that he could well have been one of the young children with whom we 
interacted all those years ago. We consider ourselves very fortunate to have had the opportunity 
to experience Afghanistan at a time when it was relatively safe to do so. In retrospect, it really 
wasn’t all that safe at all, but we were young, naive, and adventurous. 
 
Leaving the border town of Peshawar, Pakistan, 
very early in the morning we passed under the 
historic brick gateway, “Bab-e-Khyber”, that 
marks the entrance to the Khyber Pass. The 
ominous wording on the sign gave us a sense of 
foreboding. “Caution – All travellers are 
requested to cross the Khyber Pass to reach 
Torkham before the fall of darkness” - the next 
39km although officially part of Pakistan is totally 
lawless and ruled by the bandits and warlords of 
the mountain village tribes. Winding up the 
narrow road flanked by steep cliffs either side we 
passed by the former British Shagai Fort, 
traditional home of the Khyber Rifles.  

 
 
Further into the pass a welcoming committee 
greeted us – horse backed tribesmen riding 
beside the bus whooping and firing rifles in the 
air. Apparently, the driver of one of the overland 
buses had recently been hit in the arm by 
wayward ricocheted bullet – we were become a 
little worried.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Stopping at the village of Landi Kotal our driver, Alan, warned 
us not to wander too far from the bus and not to take any 
photographs of the locals most of whom were ferocious looking 
characters adorned with bullet belts and rifles. We walked as a 
group and were offered all manner of drugs and firearms – one 
toothless merchant demonstrated a pen which you could load 
with a bullet, he shot it at the ground and laughed at our camera 
joking “I give you shot for shot”. We soon retreated to the 
relative safety of our bus to continue our journey up the rugged 
gorges past mud brick villages towards Kabul. 
 
In the seventies Kabul, like Kathmandu, was quite a hippy, drop 
out place so many good, western style eateries were to be 
found along the iconic Chicken Street. Hard to imagine us sitting 

(Continued on page 17) 

Extract from “Postcards From My Life”  
6

th
 May 1976, Kabul, Afghanistan 
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in a Kabul restaurant named “The Little Lantern” listening to German music, drinking red wine, 
and eating a schnitzel dinner and then partying at a disco – doesn’t sound much like Afghanistan 
today.  

  
However, exploring the back blocks of the old town over the 
next couple of days gave us a totally different perspective on 
the life of the ordinary Afghani.  
A flat roofed mud brick shanty town clung to the hillside with 
raw sewerage flowing down the streets – nothing green to be 
seen. Atop the roofs were piles of drying camel dung to be 
used as fuel for heating and cooking. Between the houses 
young children ran and played on the barren landscape 
pestering tourists like us for lollies and “baksheesh” which 
literally translates as “money for nothing” – was one of them 
Amir? Traditional women in the street wore full length coverings 
called a “Chadari”, which we also know as a Burqa. Kabul was 
a city of contrast, of old and new ways, an ancient crossroad of 
east and west cultures. 

(Continued on page 18) 
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Travelling across the Afghan plateau from Kabul towards Kandahar we passed many camps of 
the nomadic Kochi tribes. Living under animal skin tents these people tend to sheep and goats 
and trade meat and dairy products for grain and vegetables.  

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The photographs of the 
nomads cost us lots of 
backsheesh and the children 
rifled through our pockets 
looking for more. As a 
footnote many of the current 
Taliban are of Kochi origin. 
Was the little boy in my 
photograph now the face of 
the Taliban we see on our 
television screens each 
night? 
 
 
 
 

Stopping at Ghanzi where public stoning was still 
commonplace, we discovered that two western 
tourists had been beheaded the day before – yes, 
Afghanistan was still a very wild place.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 19) 
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Another interesting interlude along the way was an enormous caravanserai. These “sandcastles” 
were built most notably along the “silk road” from Asia to Europe and provided a roadside inn for 
travellers to rest and recover after a day’s journey. Importantly they offered a place of amnesty 
where friend or foe could spend the night free from danger.  

 
I should mention that our overland bus trip from 
Kathmandu to London had a very flexible itinerary 
with our accommodation booked along the way by 
Ray, our courier, from a kitty to which we had all 
contributed. Needless to say, most of our 
accommodation was less than salubrious and our 
hotels in Afghanistan, particularly the Mayfair 
Hotel in Kandahar, were the bottom of the barrel. I 
remember it costing about 20 cents a night and us 
having to wade through ankle deep “water” to get 
to the showers. Lynne’s diary entry noted “a very 
squeaky bed put a stop to any hanky panky”. 

 
 
The bumpy concrete highway between 
Kandahar and Herat was built by the 
Russians as part of their aid program - 
ironically it would be used by them a few 
years later to invade the country. About 
halfway along in the middle of the desert we 
came across a large derelict hotel complex 
again built by the Russians as a tourist 
resort which apparently never had a guest.  
 
 

  
 
 

(Continued on page 20) 



 

20 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Wandering through the ghost like buildings there 
were fully equipped kitchens capable of feeding 
hundreds of people - one problem with the 
chosen location, no water – a good example of 
socialistic planning committees. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our memories of Herat are of continuous noise 
– the constant sound of bells on the horse and 
carts that ply the streets as the local taxis. 

 

  
It was Wendy’s birthday so that seemed like a good excuse for 
a party. Now being a good Muslim country alcohol was hard to 
attain however we found out we could get some at a hotel a 
little out of town. Ray, Helen, Gerry, and Lynne negotiated a 
horse and cart (with bells) however all they could buy was 
some very expensive brandy (for medicinal purposes only). 
Combining this with fruit juices and soft drinks in a “sterilised” 
garbage bin created a rather potent punch which had the 
desired effect. During the party Lynne returned to our hotel to 
use the bathroom and came back telling everyone about the 
person in the next cubicle having an excruciatingly loud 
chunder and “Kabul Craps” – later she found out it was me. 
 

(Continued on page 21) 
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The Iranian border officials 
probably wondered why we all 
looked a little “green around the 
gills” the following morning – 
maybe that’s why they turned the 
bus upside down looking for drugs 
and contraband.  
 

 

 

 

 

So that was our Afghanistan experience 

through the eyes of a 23 year old Aussie 

bloke and his 21 year old soon to be life 

partner. We saw a very independent and 

defiant people surviving in a desolate and 

harsh land the geopolitical position of which 

meant that they have been exploited and 

manipulated by foreign powers for 

centuries. We wish them only peace and 

wisdom.  

 
 
 
The above dissertation was written recently as part of a periodic personal memoir of past travels 
and life experiences which I have called “Postcards From My Life” and published on Facebook. I 
started this self-indulgent exercise during our first lockdown last year with the following concept. 
Each day I chose one or more random photographs from the archives with no particular time 
frame, order or theme in mind and I will write a short story about the circumstances and story 
behind the photograph. In 1976 we set out on what was then known as “The Kangaroo Route” 
from Kathmandu to London. Like most Australians of Anglo-Saxon origin, we had an innate drive 
to return to the land of our forebears and this was a very popular and adventurous way to get 
there. We had chosen the “Pharoah Route” option with Capricorn Tours which would take us on 
a bus with 35 others for 3 months travelling through Nepal, India, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iran, 
Iraq, Jordan, Israel, Egypt, Syria, Turkey, Greece, Yugoslavia (remember that), Austria, 
Germany, Belgium, France and eventually United Kingdom. This adventure proved to be a 
pivotal point in both our lives, and it would set the scene for a wonderful life together and of 
course give us a lifelong travel bug. 
 
I know that this article has nothing to do with classic cars however without any rallies to write 
about our club magazine is looking for content so here it is. I hope you enjoy. 
 
Phillip & Lynne Stead 
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Unfortunately, we only had 2 CRC events this financial year but at least we also had the Dave Johnson Historic 
and the AROCA to give us 4 events for the year - even if there were none in the second half of 2020. 
 So there has been very little financial activity in 2020/2021 so there is not much change in the CRC 
financial position‐ lots of bank statements with very little on them!  Hopefully in 2022 we can get back to 
normal with a full calendar of events and other activities. 

 The 2020 CRC Financial Year accounts show we finished the year $2,584 ahead. 
 `For those of you who study financial accounts you will notice that we did receive $12,435 from entrants 
in the Perth to Sydney event. Their entry form had our bank account on it. It has all been paid back! 
 I will be unable to attend the AGM so if anyone has any questions, please email me at 
crc.treas@classicrallyclub.com.au 
 Best wishes to all CRC Members and their families. 
 Peter Reed ‐ CRC Treasurer 

Classic Rally Club Treasurer’s Report 2020/2021 

       CRC 1st July 2020 to  30/06/2021 

Balance Sheet 30/06/2020       Increase 

Bank Account  $  39,795.76    30/06/2021  $    41,924.07   $    2,128.31  

Term Deposit  $  33,555.97    30/06/2021  $    34,011.23   $        455.26  

   $  73,351.73       $    75,935.30   $    2,583.57  

      

Profit and Loss Income Expense Net Total  

Membership  $    2,840.00   $                 -     $    2,840.00     

HVP  $    1,225.00  -$       115.50   $    1,109.50   $      3,949.50   

      

Events      

2020 BLT trophies  $                 -    -$       450.00  -$       450.00    

Shoalhaven Shuffle 
2021 

 $    2,880.00  -$   1,790.00   $    1,090.00    

Sheep Station 2021  $    3,340.00  -$   1,738.82   $    1,601.18    

Alpine 2020   $                 -    -$       377.54  -$       377.54    

Perth 2 Sydney  $  12,435.00  -$ 12,435.00   $                 -      

   $  18,655.00  -$ 16,791.36   $    1,863.64   $      1,863.64   

      

Donations      

SAN   -$       500.00     

         

Admin   -$   3,184.83  -$   3,684.83  -$      3,684.83   

           

Term deposit   Interest  $        455.26   $          455.26   

           

Change since 
30/6/2020 

       $      2,583.57   

      

Expenses/Admin       

Flowers -$       239.00      

Domain Name -$         46.95      

PO Box -$       215.00      

Expenses -$       187.00      

Club Banner -$       250.00      

Web Hosting -$       249.00      

Flickr Fees -$         83.90      

Insurance -$       391.77      

Council Motor Clubs -$       205.00      

CAMS -$   1,270.00      

Fair Trading -$         47.21      

TOTAL ADMIN -$   3,184.83    $                 -      

mailto:crc.treas@classicrallyclub.com.au
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Masters Drivers 

  Round 1 Round 2 Round 3 Round 4 Round 5 Round 6 Round 7     

  

2020 

Buckett 

List Tour 

2021 Dave 

Johnson 

Historic 

Shoalhaven 

Shuffle 

Sheep 

Station 

Rally 

Tour 

d'Course 

Southern 

Cross 

Classic 

Alpine 

Classic 
    

  2 day 1 day 1 day 1 day 1 day 2 day 2 day 
Points 

to date 

Position 

to date Competitor           Cancelled   Cancelled 

                    

Peter Reed 36 20m 18 20 19     77 1 

John Cooper 32 17.5 19 17 19     72.5 2 

Peter Jakrot 38 15   18m       71 3 

Robert Panetta 32 19 16 16 13     67 4 

Graham Pettit 28 16 20   16.5     66.5 5 

Tony Wise 33   14.5 14 18     65.5 6 

Andrew Inglis 32 12 13 13 16.5     61.5 7 

Lauren Walker 40m       18     58 8 

Dominic Votano   17.5   15 19     51.5 9 

Gerry Both 33     12       45 10 

Alan Watson   13m 14.5   12     39.5 11 

Bob Morey   0 17m   15m     32 12 

Jennifer Navin 26m       11m     26 13 

David Shaw   14m 12m         26 13 

Glenn Evans       19       19 15 

Nick Both         11m     11 16 

                    

Tony Norman's points for Round 5 listed in Tour            

Jenifer Navin competed in Apprentices in Round 5           

CRC CHAMPIONSHIP POINT SCORE 

The results are based on the best 4 our of 6 rally days for 

all categories 
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Masters Navigators 

  Round 1 Round 2 Round 3 Round 4 Round 5 Round 6 Round 7     

  

2020 

Buckett 

List Tour 

2021 Dave 

Johnson 

Historic 

Shoalhaven 

Shuffle 

Sheep 

Station 

Rally 

Tour 

d'Course 

Southern 

Cross 

Classic 

Alpine 

Classic 
    

  2 day 1 day 1 day 1 day 1 day 2 day 2 day 
Points 

to date 

Position 

to date Competitor           Cancelled  Cancelled  

                    

Mike Batten 36 20m 18 20 19     77 1 

Alan Walker 40m 19     18     77 1 

Ross Warner   17.5 19 17 19     72.5 3 

Phill Stead 28 16 20 19 16.5     71.5 4 

Valerie Jakrot 38 15   18m       71 5 

Martin Leaver 36 12 13 13 16.5     65.5 6 

Lui MacLennan 33 16 14.5 14 14m     63.5 7 

Carol Both 33 16   12 11m     61 8 

Mike Stephenson   17.5   15 19     51.5 9 

John Henderson     16 16 13     45 10 

Pam Watson 0 13m 14.5   12     39.5 11 

Teresa Morey     17m   15m     32 12 

Shane Navin (dec) 26m             26 13 

Raymond Arthurs   14m 12m         26 13 

CRC CHAMPIONSHIP POINT SCORE— Continued 

The results are based on the best 4 our of 6 rally days for all categories 
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Apprentice Drivers 

  Round 1 Round 2 Round 3 Round 4 Round 5 Round 6 Round 7     

  

2020 

Buckett 

List Tour 

2021 Dave 

Johnson 

Historic 

Shoalhaven 

Shuffle 

Sheep 

Station 

Rally 

Tour 

d'Course 

Southern 

Cross 

Classic 

Alpine 

Classic 
    

  2 day 1 day 1 day 1 day 1 day 2 day 2 day 
Points 

to date 

Position 

to date Competitor            Cancelled Cancelled 

                    

Murray Baker 30 14 15         59 1 

Bang-On Mansell   15 13m 13 15     56 2 

Mark Hoyle 26m   14 13m 13     53 3 

Michael Brandt 24m 13m 12m 15m 14m     29 4 

Dennis Oste 22             22 5 

Peter Parry       14m       14 6 

Jim Barrett         12     12 7 

Donna Wilkinson 0             0 0 

Bob Morey   0           0 0 

Apprentice Navigators 

  Round 1 Round 2 Round 3 Round 4 Round 5 Round 6 Round 7     

  

2020 

Buckett 

List Tour 

2021 Dave 

Johnson 

Historic 

Shoalhaven 

Shuffle 

Sheep 

Station 

Rally 

Tour 

d'Course 

Southern 

Cross 

Classic 

Alpine 

Classic 
    

  2 day 1 day 1 day 1 day 1 day 2 day 2 day 
Points 

to date 

Position 

to date Competitor            Cancelled Cancelled 

                    

Nikki Baker 30 14 15         59 1 

Jon Mansell   15 13m 13 15     56 2 

Tanaz Dhondy 26m   14 13m 13     53 3 

Glenn Evans 22       11m     33 4 

Marina Thiveos   13m   15m 14m     29 5 

John Learson 22             22 6 

Ian Gilholme       14m       14 7 

Lachlan Watkins         12     12 8 

Scott Wilkinson 0             0 0 

Teresa Morey   0               

CRC CHAMPIONSHIP POINT SCORE— Continued 

The results are based on the best 4 our of 6 rally days for all categories 
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Tour Drivers 

  Round 1 Round 2 Round 3 Round 4 Round 5 Round 6 Round 7     

  

2020 

Buckett 

List Tour 

2021 Dave 

Johnson 

Historic 

Shoalhaven 

Shuffle 

Sheep 

Station 

Rally 

Tour 

d'Course 

Southern 

Cross 

Classic 

Alpine 

Classic 
    

  2 day 1 day 1 day 1 day 1 day 2 day 2 day 
Points 

to date 

Position 

to date Competitor            Cancelled Cancelled 

                    

Andrew Taurins 19 4.5 9.5 10 9     38.5 1 

Warren Herrick 9 3 9.5 8 1     26.5 2 

Jeremy Loosli   1 8 7m 4.5m     20.5 3 

Tatiana Bonch- 19m 6m           19 4 

Tony Norman     8 5.5m 4m     17.5 5 

Greg Yates 16             16 6 

Edul Dhondy     7m 9m 4.5m     16 6 

Cameron   7   4 4.5m     15.5 8 

Sarah Priestly   8m 6m   1m     14 9 

Geoff Hempsall     5   9     14 9 

John Croft 6 1     4.5     11.5 11 

Kevin Payne   2     9     11 12 

Rob Mifsud   10           10 13 

Justin Beding-       2m 4.5m     6.5 14 

Michael Malgo       5.5       5.5 15 

Allan Chilcott   1 4m         5 16 

Shane Navin 
(dec) 

  4.5           4.5 17 

Tony South         4.5     4.5 17 

Scott Warner 4             4 19 

Jon Dickson 2 1           3 20 

Anthony Quist       3m       3 20 

Simon Furber 2m             2 22 

Richard Nine- 2             2 22 

Ted Norman 2m             2 22 

Rob Clare   1           1 25 

Geoff Bott         1     1 25 

Alan Cummine   1m           1 25 

Simon Duff 0             0 0 

CRC CHAMPIONSHIP POINT SCORE— Continued 

The results are based on the best 4 our of 6 rally days for all categories 
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Tour Navigators 

  Round 1 Round 2 Round 3 Round 4 Round 5 Round 6 Round 7     

  

2020 

Buckett 

List Tour 

2021 Dave 

Johnson 

Historic 

Shoalhaven 

Shuffle 

Sheep 

Station 

Rally 

Tour 

d'Course 

Southern 

Cross 

Classic 

Alpine 

Classic 
    

  2 day 1 day 1 day 1 day 1 day 2 day 2 day 
Points 

to date 

Position 

to date Competitor            Cancelled Cancelled 

                    

Bruce Miller 19 4.5 9.5 10 9     38.5 1 

Glenda Lawrence 9 3 9.5 8 1     26.5 2 

Jonathon Loosli 2m 1 8 7m 4.5m     20.5 3 

Gleb Bonch-Osm…. 19m 6m           19 4 

Karen Yates 16             16 5 

Simone Dhondy     7m 9m 4.5m     16 5 

Chris Hallam   7   4 4.5m     15.5 7 

Michael Birks 14             14 8 

Peter Robinson   8m 6m   1m     14 8 

Michael Malgo     5   9     14 8 

Annette Croft 6 1     4.5     11.5 11 

Tom Payne   2     9     11 12 

Starr Mifsud   10           10 13 

Ron Cooper   1   5.5m       6.5 14 

Isla Murdoch       2m 4.5m     6.5 14 

Geoff Hempsall       5.5       5.5 16 

Michelle Chilcott   1m 4m         5 17 

Jen Navin   4.5           4.5 18 

Ted Norman         4.5     4.5 18 

Jenni Warner 4             4 20 

Alan Ongley       3m       3 21 

Henri Hendriksen 2             2 22 

David Wigley         1     1 23 

Jim Deeves   1m           1 23 

CRC CHAMPIONSHIP POINT SCORE— Continued 

The results are based on the best 4 our of 6 rally days for all categories 
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Future Stars in a Rally Car 

  Round 1 Round 2 Round 3 Round 4 Round 5 Round 6 Round 7     

  

2020 

Buckett 

List Tour 

2021 Dave 

Johnson 

Historic 

Shoalhaven 

Shuffle 

Sheep 

Station 

Rally 

Tour 

d'Course 

Southern 

Cross 

Classic 

Alpine 

Classic 
    

  2 day 1 day 1 day 1 day 1 day 2 day 2 day 
Points 

to date 

Position 

to date Competitor               

                    

Tanaz Dhondy 26   14 13m 13     53 1 

Simone Dhondy     7m 9m 4.5m     16 2 

Isla Murdoch       2m 4.5m     6.5 3 

                    

  0 0 Please let Mike Batten know if he has missed any other young competitors (under 30 years of age)    

                0 0 

CRC CHAMPIONSHIP POINT SCORE— Continued 
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26/5/21 2021 CRC Events Calendar. 

            

  
Date/s 

Event - CC indicates CRC
championship event 

  
Note 

  
Contact 

  26-1-21 Unofficial CRC Meeting Strathfield GC   

  5-2-21 F.F.F.F. Strathfield GC   

  
21-2-21 Dave Johnson Historic 

(HRC) CC Navigational Assembly Mal Sinfield – 0405 803 222 

  23-2-21 CRC Meeting Strathfield GC   

  5-3-21 F.F.F.F. Strathfield GC   

  23-3-21 CRC Meeting Strathfield GC   

  
   27-3-21  Shoalhaven Shuffle CC Navigational Assembly Tony Norman— 0402 759 811  

  2-4-21 F.F.F.F. Strathfield GC   

  27-4-21 C.R.C. Meeting Strathfield GC   

  7-5-21 F.F.F.F. Strathfield GC   

  
16-5-21 Sheep Station Rally CC Navigational Assembly Jon Mansell – 0467 632 735 

  25-5-21 C.R.C. Meeting Strathfield GC   

  4-6-21 F.F.F.F. Strathfield GC   

  22-6-21 C.R.C. Meeting Strathfield GC   

  
20-6-21 Tour d' Course (AROCA) CC Navigational Assembly Alan Walker – 0432 511 709 

  2-7-21 F.F.F.F. Strathfield GC   

  27-7-21 C.R.C. Meeting Strathfield GC  Cancelled 

  6-8-21 F.F.F.F. Strathfield GC  Cancelled 

  24-8-21 C.R.C. Meeting Strathfield GC  Cancelled 

  3-9-21 F.F.F.F. Strathfield GC  Cancelled 

11-9-21 12-9-21 Southern Cross Classic CC Navigational Assembly Jon Mansell – 0467 632 735 

  28-9-21 C.R.C. Meeting Strathfield GC  Cancelled 

  1-10-21 F.F.F.F. Strathfield GC  Cancelled 

  26-10-21 C.R.C. Meeting Strathfield GC  Cancelled 

  5-11-21 F.F.F.F. Strathfield GC  Cancelled 

  
23-11-21 CRC Annual Genera

Meeting Strathfield GC   

  
20.11-21 

  
21-11-21 

  
Alpine Classic CC 

  
TRE. 

Phillip Stead – 0412 805 122 

Graham Pettit – 0403 308 752 

Alan Walker – 0432 511 709 

  
TBC CRC Annual Presentation

and Christmas Party. TBC John Cooper 
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Thanks to John Cooper,  Tony Kanak, Jon Mansell, Phillip Stead and Jim Barrett  

1/8/21 2021 Alternate Events Calendar. 

 

 Date/s Event  Note  Event Details/Contact 

  5-2-21 Targa High Country  Tarmac event 

  13-2-21 Mt Baw Baw Sprint  Tarmac event 

     

 24-3-21 27-3-21 Adelaide Targa rally  Tarmac event 

19-4-21 24-4-21 Targa Tasmania Tasmania Tarmac event 

 Postponed 60 Years Mini Downunder Rosehill Gardens Mini Car Club 

  Postponed Shannons Eastern Creek 
Display SMSP CMC 

 Postponed Classic Outback Trial Parks/Orange/
Bathurst Gravel event 

 2-12-21 5-12-21 Alpine Rally of East  
Gippsland Victoria HRA 

17-02-22 19-02-22 Tour of the North Northern NSW HRC 

 28-10-22 6-11-22 Perth to Sydney Marathon   Laurie Mason 

      

      

      


